Congratulations to JSTT's 100th Magazine
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It is a very great pleasure for me to write a note of
congratulations to the Japan Society for Trenchless
Technologies (JSTT) on the occasion of the 100th
Edition of its magazine “No Dig Today.” The Japan
Society was a founding international member of the
International Society for Trenchless Technology (ISTT)
and has been a stalwart supporter and contributor to
ISTT over the past 30 years. Japanese companies have
been important innovators in trenchless techniques
as well as active in promoting and using the various
techniques available internationally. The worldwide
landscape for trenchless technology would not be as
rich as it is without the contributions and presence of
the JSTT and its members.

My own connection to Japan started with a fleeting
visit in 1981 and a week-long visit in 1985. At that
time, I was the Director of the Underground Space
Center at the University of Minnesota and Japan
was in a period of economic surge and worries about
how to accommodate its future growth. Underground
space use was considered one of the three frontiers
for Japan (along with outer space and ocean space)
and the mutual interests led to many exchange visits
and collaborations over the following decade involving
many of the large Japanese construction companies as
well as government agencies and professional societies.
In 1995, I joined Louisiana Tech University as
Professor and Director of the Trenchless Technology
Center which brought me into the middle of trenchless
research and technology transfer in the US and
quickly also into participation in the ISTT. Following
my time as Chairman of the North American Society
for Trenchless Technology (NASTT) in 2000, I served
as Chairman of the ISTT from 2002 to 2005. From
1995 on, my contacts with Japan have been heavily
weighted to the trenchless technology area - meeting
with JSTT colleagues on many occasions and having
the pleasure to give a lecture to the JSTT in 2010. It
also has been a special pleasure to get to know Dr.
Toyama, Mr. Matsui and many others over the past
20+ years and I look forward to a continued chance to
collaborate in the future — even in my retirement.
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Having grown up in England but having since spent
most of my life in the USA, I have special ties to the
NASTT where most of my research and professional
activities have been centered and to the UKSTT
by virtue of my education and early consulting
experience. However, I have always felt strongly about
promoting good international relations and have used
the opportunity afforded by my university research
work and participation in international organizations
to visit a wide variety of countries and assist in the
sharing of knowledge and know how to solve the
common problems in nations worldwide.

Being retired from active duties at Louisiana Tech
University and residing back in Minnesota where all
our children live has given me the freedom to pick
and choose research and consulting activities that I
find interesting and worthwhile. This has led to a re-
engagement with underground space development
issues (particularly in high-density environments
such as Singapore, Hong Kong and many other
Chinese cities) but a continuing involvement in
trenchless research and education through a number
of professional and consulting activities. A special
pleasure is to continue my involvement with the
ISTT as a member of its “Guarantors” that report to
the UK Charity Commission under which the ISTT
was established. Finally, I look forward to being back
in Japan in the autumn and meeting with the JSTT
at lectures in Tokyo and Osaka. It will give me the
chance to present my congratulations in person.
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