Congratulations to JSTT's 100th Magazine
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It is a privilege to have this opportunity to offer my sincere
congratulations to JSTT on the occasion of No Dig Today magazine's
100th issue. It is a true milestone, the magazine has brought news of
local and international developments in Trenchless Technology to utility
engineers in Japan for many years, serving the industry well in a manner

consistent with the highest standards of technical journalism.

I was very fortunate to meet with Dr Tohyama and Professor Ishibashi
during my first visit to Tokyo in 1981, they generously shared their
enthusiasm for microtunnelling and arranged for me to visit job sites
and equipment makers. In 1985 I encouraged Dr Tohyama to participate
in the Trenchless Construction for Utilities Conference in London.
He made a big impact with his excellent paper on the development
of microtunnelling in Japan. Conference Chairman Ted Flaxman and
the other enthusiasts in the process of forming ISTT recognised his
contribution and welcomed him with open arms to join the inaugural
committee and become a founder member. In 1990 the 6th No Dig
Conference was held in Osaka and a Japanese Society for Trenchless
Technology was soon formed. Large groups of Japanese delegates and
exhibitors became a regular feature at No Dig Conferences all over the
world, more than a hundred attended the Perth Conference, the biggest

national group by a large margin.

I always had a warm welcome at the office JSTT shared with the
Japan Microtunnelling Association in those early days. Since then JSTT
has grown and earned an enviable reputation for hospitality. In 2008
Wessex Water Engineer James Kitchen, winner of the UKSTTs Young
Engineer of the Year award spent two weeks in Japan learning about
Microtunnelling and Japan's experience of pipe rehabilitation methods.
He was welcomed by many companies and municipal offices and learned
a great deal about local business practice and emerging technologies.
Looking back over my 30 year career in Trenchless Technology, Japan
has provided many of the inspirational experiences and much enjoyment

at work and play.

Looking to the future, I have high expectations of the Japanese industry,
its past achievements and the detailed scrutiny of JIWET and JSWA in
qualifying technologies suggest a fertile environment for development.
The role of both Associations are very important in defining and
observing quality, standards and Japans role in the development of ISO
specification. I fully expect to see JSTT members at the forefront of new
developments in pipeline assessment, maintenance and renewal and we

can anticipate No Dig Today will be the first with the news!
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